ANNOUNCEMENTS
IN THE NAME OF JESUS
Welcome To Trinity Lutheran Church

It is good to have you with us this morning! May your time
spent here under the influence of God’s Word be beneficial to
you. Please contact us with any concerns/questions: email:
trinity@trinitybeloit.org; website: www.trinitybeloit.org
Wish to Know More About Our Congregation?
To learn more about and/or join our congregation please indicate so in the Friendship folder passed in the pews. You may
speak to Pastor Senn, a greeter, a deacon, or call the church
office at 362-3607 Mon. - Thurs. from 8:00 a.m. to noon. If
you need Pastor Senn immediately, call (cell) 608-436-1355.

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY
May 24, 2020
Sun. 5/24
9:30 Worship - Cancelled
9:30 Communion Session
10:15 Communion Session
11:00 Communion Session
Mon. 5/25
MEMORIAL DAY - Office Closed
Tues. 5/26

3:00 Communion Session
3:45 Communion Session

Wed. 5/27

6:30 Communion Session
7:15 Communion Session

Sun.

5/31

9:00 Worship w/Communion *
11:00 Worship w/Communion *
Wed.
6/3
6:30 Worship w/Communion *
* SERVICES LIMITED TO 25 PERSONS, CALL
OR E-MAIL CHURCH TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT

In our Prayers …

All of our shut-ins, and especially:
Prayers to Ruth Hart (grandmother of Lisa Russell) who tested positive to Covid-19 (but no symptoms
yet) in her Pinebrook Point home in Burlington, WI

PLANS TO RE-OPEN FOR WEEKLY
WORSHIP. THREE WORSHIP SERVICES
PER WEEK BEGINNING SUN. MAY 31ST
The Church Council met on Sunday, May
17, 2020 to discuss re-opening the church
for weekly worship beginning on Sunday,
May 31st. Both Pastor and the Church
Council are looking forward with excitement to welcoming parishioners back for regular worship
services.
The priority, however, is following recommended safety
precautions, especially social distancing to protect worshipers. The Council also felt it important to comply with
the governing authorities issuing legal orders as well as
recommended guidelines, all focused on protecting the
public’s health and well-being until we find solutions to
the COVID-19 outbreak. Those health and safety precautions have been incorporated into our re-opening plan as
discussed below.
Services will be “voluntary” and there be no expectation
of regular attendance for members who do not participate
due to age, underlying health concerns, or just a general
apprehension about attending events with large groups of
people at this time. The Pastor will continue to work with
individuals or households to minister on an individual basis, and Sunday’s service will continue to be available on
YouTube, Facebook and our website for anyone not yet
wishing to participate in group activities.
New city-issued guidelines “strongly discourage” gatherings of 25 or more persons. Rock County re-opening
guidelines say 25% of capacity, which would be about 35
attendees. Resumption of regular worship services to
meet these standards will require three sessions. Currently
we plan to hold two services on Sunday (9:00 and 11:00
a.m.) beginning May 31st and one on Wednesday starting

June 3rd at 6:30 p.m. Sunday services will include a full regular service with liturgy, communion and sermon as selected by
Pastor. The Wednesday evening service will follow an abbreviated communion service w/sermon. There will be no service
on Saturday at this time.
Because we have a limit of 25 persons per service, it is necessary that you call the office (362-3607), Pastor at 4361355 or e-mail (trinity@trinitybeloit.org) to reserve your
spot for one of the three weekly services. Please note again
the options: Sundays at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., and Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. The Wednesday service will be the same
sermon as the previous Sunday service for your planning.
If you call when no one is at church, PLEASE leave a message of who (how many) would be reserving, and which service. Jan can retrieve messages from her home, as well as
retrieve e-mail messages from home.
It is suggested that attendees arrive a bit earlier than usual to
their selected service so we will have time to follow the safety
procedures outlined below and still begin our worship on time.
† To keep within the recommended total attendees, please
call or e-mail (see above) to reserve the day and time of
your choice. We will need to limit attendance to 25 parishioners to account for other participants (Pastor, Deacon,
organist, and ushers.
† All attendees are asked to enter the sanctuary through the
new double-door entrance. There you will be welcomed,
and hand sanitizer will be available for your use prior to
entering the sanctuary.
† We ask that everyone wear a mask. If you do not have a
mask, one will be provided you (optional for small children) prior to your entering the sanctuary. Sanitary gloves
are also recommended but are optional.
† Please always maintain social distancing during the process of entering and departing the church. We will do our
best to maintain the six (6) foot recommended distrance
throughout the service.
† After entering the sanctuary there will be a table with collection plates and bulletins spread out. Please deposit your
envelope or other donation in the plates and take a bulletin
for each member of your household.
† You will then be directed to an usher who will walk you
down the center isle of the church to your pew seat, (pews
are marked for 6-feet distancing). Couples or households
who reside together may sit together as a group. Unfortunately, we cannot maintain social distancing if attendees
move to previously preferred seating locations as you will
see upon your arrival. Also please complete the white attendance card at the end of each pew for accurate attendance purposes.
† Communion will be offered during each service but under
a changed process to maintain distancing and minimize
touching of the elements by Pastor or Deacons. The new
system will entail moving to the front of the church when
directed by the ushers, but not climbing the stairs nor using
the rail. Some “in-pew” communing will also be available
and will be completed first by Pastor and a Deacon as we
have done in the past. Attendees will receive an in-service
briefing regarding the details of the communion process. It
should be noted that the sacrament itself will not be altered, only the method of delivering the elements. Please
complete and drop your green communion card into the
offering plate at the rear of the church prior to departure.
† At the conclusion of service, we will depart the sanctuary
using an organized recessional coordinated by the ushers,
again to maintain social distancing. One usher will move
to the front during singing of the final hymn while the others stay back and instruct attendees when to rise and depart
beginning in the rear of the church.
There will be no after-church fellowship
and Pastor will be in the back of the
church or outside, depending upon
weather conditions. Please do not approach Pastor and maintain your separation.
SEE BACK SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL INFO.

Deacon:
Ushers :
Altar Care:
Organist :

MAY Birthdays and Anniversaries!

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Apr. 2020 Cont.: $15,039.25
Apr. 2020 Exp.: $12,476.93
Difference:
$ 2,562.32

YTD Cont.: $64,659.51
Exp.: $57,597.33
$ 7,062.18

Altar Flowers to Return May 31st

With our church resuming under new guidelines
beginning May 31st, we will be resuming our
weekly altar flower arrangements. If you have
signed up flowers, please send the $25 to church
or put it in the offering plate at your convenience.

Continued from Front Side:

All attendees are asked to proceed directly to their cars and
to depart immediately after the service. Even informal socializing is discouraged to minimize the possibility of transmitting the virus.
† It is unknown how long these restrictions will be in place.
We all hope to return to “normal” services and fellowship
as soon as possible. At the present time, however, we wish
to commence regular weekly worship and that can only be
done in a group setting if we observe the recommended
safety precautions to protect the health of attendees to the
very best of our ability.
†

In conclusion, there are two concerns we need to share with the
congregation before we re-open. First, it is especially important
to obtain the cooperation of attendees in complying with the
new restrictions added to protect those in attendance. If you do
not feel you can comply with the changes we outlined in this
plan, we ask that you refrain from attending until we can go
back to our traditional format. Please remember that the changes are all procedural, not doctrinal. Pastor, as always, will
ensure the service meets all LCMS worship standards.
Secondly, and finally, if you have a positive test for COVID-19,
have a suspected exposure, or a fever or other symptoms of the
disease, it is imperative that you “self-quarantine” and NOT
attend services. Public assembly gatherings like church services will include some risk. If the gatherings result in spreading the virus, we will not only experience the tragedy of seeing
fellow congregates sickened, but likely again lose the privilege
of church attendance. It is, therefore, incumbent on all of us to
cooperate to make the re-opening successful and safe.
REMEMBER TO CALL THE OFFICE AT 362-3607, PASTOR AT 436-1355, OR E-MAIL THE CHURCH
(trinity@trinitybeloit.org) TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR
ONE OF THE THREE SERVICES.
The 3 services are Sundays at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., and
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. The Wednesday services are
abbreviated, but BOTH Sunday and Wednesday will
have communion. The sermon on Wednesday will be
the same as the PREVIOUS Sunday, for your planning.

Our Mid-Week Communion-Only Sessions will
be Discontinued Once We Start our Three Services
This coming week, will be our last week to have the
mini-communion sessions: Tuesday, May 26 at 2:00
and 2:45, and Wednesday at 6:30 and 7:15). Monday, May 25 sessions were already cancelled due to
Memorial Day. If you are unable to attend any of
the new three worship services, call Pastor to set up
an individual communion opportunity.

Weekly Mailings Will End Soon

For the past few months, we have had weekly e-mails, and weekly
mailings to those without e-mail addresses. Due to postage costs,
we will be only sending minimal mailings to: shut-ins, and those
who contact our office to continue receiving the mailings. We are
aware that some may not feel comfortable returning to church yet,
and wish to receive the sermon at home. Please contact us if you
wish to continue with the mailing. If we haven’t heard from
you by June 8th, we will discontinue your mailing. E-mails
will continue since there is no cost involved.

May Birthdays:
Jane Kincaid on May 1; Judy Hopper and
Robert Johnson on May 3; Peter Gjerseth on
May 4; Lisa Russell and Jeanette Schultz on
May 6; Heinz and Dolores Wollslair on May
10; Joshua Hanson and Mae Sanford on May
11; Alberta Fry and Walter Hopper on May 12; Nancy Berger and Bill Hasenberg on May 14; Ahlizah Mascari on May
17; Dottie Allen and Joseph Kalas on May 18; Izabella
Thiele on May 21; Diane McMillan on May 25; Kathy Oakes on May 26; Dan Nitz on May 27; Donna George on May
29; and Darlene Van Riper on May 30th.
May Anniversaries: Dale and J oan Slater
on May 9 (56 years); Paul and Lois Hartman
on May 14 (60 years); Stacie and Scott
Brown on May 15 (21 years); and Lisa and
Dan Russell on May 19 (2 years).

~~~~

Our Congregation’s Purpose ~~~~

We are called to effectively and creatively proclaim the
Word of God so that people in Beloit and the Stateline community will:
Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior;
Confess the Orthodox Faith of His Church;
Commit themselves to the weekly use of the Lord’s Supper;
Serve Him in His Kingdom.
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
is an evangelical and confessional community
following the principles of the Lutheran Reformation
confessed in the Book of Concord, 1580.

Alberta Fry Thanks You!
Since we surprised Alberta with
announcing her special 90th
birthday last week, she was
showered with cards and wellwishes! She thanks all of you
for remembering her!!

ORGANIST CHANGES

We are saying good-bye to our most recent addition to our organist family - Anna Schuette-Reid.
She has taken on playing at her home church full
-time starting this June. We are excited to welcome back Elaine Uffenbeck, who will join LaVonne Wundrow. Elaine played here several years ago, and
is willing and able to return to help
us again. LaVonne and Elaine will
rotate per their personal schedules.
We are delighted and honored to be
able to have two organists to enhance our services. THANK YOU
ANNA for helping us beautifully in
the past, and ELAINE for joining
us again!

Sanitize When Entering Church

When you enter church for this last week of minicommunion sessions, as well as our upcoming three regular
worship services, please remember to with wash your hands
or use the hand sanitizer at the rear of the church. As always, we need to remember the guidelines of clean hands
and social-distancing of 6 feet while in church.

